
City Council Minutes  
Page 1 

                                           October 28, 2013 

  

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF ROCKFORD 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS                             

OCTOBER 28, 2013 
COUNCIL CONVENED AT 6:23 P.M. 

 
1. The invocation was given by Chaplain Ken Hendley, Free Will Baptist Church, and the 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by the City Council Page Beatrice Medrano. 
 
2.   Roll Call: 
    Mayor Lawrence Morrissey 
 Aldermen: McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly, Oddo, Newburg, Beach, 

Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -11- 
 Absent: Durkee (late), Getchius (late) -2- 
 
3. Alderman Beach moved to accept the Journal of Proceedings of October 21, 2013  
 seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION PREVAILED (Ald. Durkee, Getchius absent). 
   

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Alderman Durkee joined the meeting at 6:26 pm 
 
4. Prophet Yusef disputed some facts about African Americans in the Navy.  
 
5. John Brantley thanked the Park District for offering a basketball program at Fairgrounds 

and reported 46 kids have signed up to participate. He also mentioned speaking to a 
group of people that gathered at the gas station where a young man was killed last 
week.  

 
6. Ron Clewer distributed information about the Rockford Housing Authority, Rockford 

Affordable Housing Analysis. He gave a brief summary of the analysis and advised he 
will be contacting each alderman to schedule a time to meet.  

 
7. Toby Halderman voiced his frustration with decades of high crime in the area  
 of Broadway and 7th Street. He urged the police department to choose the old Turner  
 School building as one of the district sites for the geo-policing initiative.  
 
8. Terry Dyer invited Mayor Morrissey and council members to the Veteran’s Day concert 

on Saturday, November 2, 2013 at 6:00 pm at Veteran’s Hall, 211 North Main Street. 
Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for children under 18.  He encouraged everyone to join 
in the celebration.  

 
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
9. Mayor Morrissey recognized Lisa Jackson, Rockford School Board, in attendance at 

council tonight. 
 
10. Alderman Beck submitted a request from Cathie Jacobson, Kelley Williamson Company, in 

conjunction with Salvation Armey Nickel Tuesday/Feed the Hungry Promotion, requesting 
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permission for temporary banners at Mobil Stations throughout Rockford beginning 
November 21, 2013 through December 18, 2013 at the following locations: 

 
 1. 3251 North Perryville Road 
 2. 8061 East State Street 
 3. 2624 Stowmarket 
 4. 5810 East State Street 
 5. 1621 North Alpine Road 
 6. 7250 East State Street 
 7. 2605 Broadway 
 8. 3945 Dawes Road (550 South Rock Drive) 
 9. 1621 Sandy Hollow Road 
 10. 3338 North Main Street 
 11. 1132 Harrison Avenue 
 12. 321 North Alpine Road 
  

Alderman Beck moved to grant the Prayer of the Petitioner, seconded by Alderman 
Durkee. MOTION PREVAILED (Ald. Getchius absent). 

 
11. Alderman Hervey submitted a Memorandum from Carrie Eklund, Central Services 

Manager regarding Contract for Garbage Collection and Disposal.  Referred to Finance 
and Personnel Committee. 

  
12. Alderman Durkee submitted a Memorandum from Wayne Dust, Planning Administrator, 

regarding requests for Proposals for 134 North Main Street Property and 123 South Main 
Street Property (Chick Hotel).  Referred to Planning and Development Committee. 

 
PROCLAMATIONS 

 
13. Mayor Morrissey presented a Proclamation proclaiming the week of October 28, 2013 to 

be “UNITED WAY OF ROCK RIVER VALLEY WEEK” in Rockford, Illinois and encouraged 
all citizens to join the LIVE UNITED movement and financially support the work of 
United Way of Rock River Valley which provides invaluable services to our community. 

 
OFFICERS REPORTS 

 
14. Mayor Morrissey welcomed forward John Groh and representatives from the Rockford 

Area Convention and Visitor’s Bureau to make a special presentation.  
 
 John Groh reported back in August, Rockford welcomed Travel Media Showcase to our 

community, with over 100 journalists traveling here. He commended the Public Works 
Department for their diligent efforts to prepare the community for these visitors and 
presented the department with a gift.  

 
15. Mayor Morrissey reported all lanes of the round-about at Auburn and Main are now 

open.  
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NEW COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Alderman Getchius joined the meeting at 6:49 pm 
 
16. Alderman Hervey moved the adoption of a Finance and Personnel Committee Report 

recommending approval of the total vouchers for the week of October 28, 2013 in the 
amount of $2,409,108.30.  MOTION PREVAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes: Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly, Oddo, 

Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays: -0- 
 Absent:     -0- 

 
17. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, thereby recommending that City Council APPROVE the Renewal of 
Performance Review (Special Use Permit #038-11) for a Gas Station and associated uses 
and a Variation to permit a reduction in the internal landscaping requirements to 5% in a 
C-2, Limited Commercial District at 18XX and 1869 North Perryville Road.  Approval is 
subject to the original (6) conditions as that of October 27, 2011: 

 
1. The building elevations shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
2. The canopy shall be in substantial conformance with the elevation plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
3. The landscaping plans shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
 4. An illumination plan shall be submitted for review and approval by Staff. 

5. All dumpsters shall be enclosed with the same brick material as the building and 
dumpster enclosure permit shall be acquired for such. 

6. A Final Plat shall be submitted for Staff and City Council approval that confirms 
location of the right-in/right-out, the ingress/egress relocation and water main 
easement. 

 
Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed to  
prepare the necessary Ordinance.  LAID OVER. 

 
18. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Liquor and 

Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby recommending that City Council DENY the sale of beer 
and wine by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant in the name of Zheng Wen Biao 
d/b/a Happy Wok in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District at 4770 East State 
Street. 

 
  LAID OVER. 
 
19. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Liquor and 

Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby recommending that City Council APPROVE the sale of 
packaged liquor with a gas station/convenience store and the sale of tobacco products with 
a gas station/convenience store in the name of Karoline Lekarczyk d/b/a KL Rockford 
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Sales Corp. in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District at 6874 Weaver Road.  Approval 
is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Must meet all applicable building, fire and liquor codes. 
 2. The convenience store hours are limited to Monday-Sunday 5:00 am – 12:00 am 
 3. Inside signage cannot exceed more than 35% of the window surface. 

4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 
deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 

 5. There shall be no single servings of beer and wine in volume of 40 ounces or less. 
 6. That the windows shall not be obstructed with bars and other devices that block the  

windows. 
 
 The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance.  LAID OVER. 
 
20. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Liquor and 

Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby recommending that City Council APPROVE the sale of 
tobacco products with a gas station/convenience store in the name of Muhammad 
Masood Khalid d/b/a Rockton Gas Inc. in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 
3135 North Rockton Avenue.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all applicable building and fire codes. 
 2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 
 3. Hours of operation and days shall be 5:00 am to 11:00 pm Monday through  

Sunday. 
4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 

deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 
 5. Window display signage is limited to 35% of window area. 
 6. That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the  

windows. 
 7. That the property is brought into general repair prior to the issuance of a tobacco  

license. 
 
 The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance.  LAID OVER. 
 
21. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report recommending that the 

Legal Director be instructed to draw an Ordinance to establish “15 Minute Parking” on the 
south side of Elm Street from 150 feet east of South Church Street to 115 feet west of 
South Main Street, thus repealing the “Commercial Loading Zone” parking.  LAID OVER. 

 
22. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report recommending that “No 

Action” be taken on the following items: 
 
 1. Request to establish stop control at the intersection of Grandchester Place and Rote  

Road. 
 2. Request to establish stop control at the intersection of Hickory Lawn Drive and  

James Avenue. 
 
 LAID OVER. 
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 2013-360CR 
23. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Zoning  

Board of Appeal, thereby recommending that City Council APPROVE a Special Use Permit 
for the outdoor storage, display and work area of mulch for the process of converting 
mulch into colored mulch and the outdoor storage of raw material consisting of mulch in an 
I-2, General Industrial Zoning District at 6001 and 6100 Belt Line Road.  Approval is subject 
to the following conditions: 

  
1. Meeting all building and fire codes. 
2. Submittal of a Final Agreement for Staff review and approval that addresses the 

business operation, safety and fire precautions and improvements to the site. 
3. The Special Use Permit #037-13 for the outdoor storage, display and work area of 

mulch for the process of converting mulch into colored mulch and the outdoor 
storage of raw material consisting of mulch is only in effect for a period up to five 
(5) years or the last day of August, 2018 unless the lease is terminated by the 
Greater Rockford Airport Authority, whichever comes first. 

 4. The outside storage will be limited to mulch (raw material) and colored mulch. 
 5. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 

Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed to 
prepare the necessary Ordinance.   

 
Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Committee Report was placed on passage.  MOTION PREVAILED by a 
Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, Chiarelli -12- 
 Nays:  McNeely -1- 
 Absent:      -0- 
 

 2013-361CR 
24. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, thereby recommending that City Council DENY the Zoning Map 
Amendment from R-1, Single-Family Residential Zoning District to C-1, Limited Office 
Zoning District and to APPROVE a Special Use Permit for a professional and medical office 
in an R-1, Single-family Residential Zoning District at 15XX and 1502 Parkview.   

 
 Denial/Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed 

to prepare the necessary Ordinance.   
 

Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Committee Report was placed on passage.  MOTION PREVAILED by a 
Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
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 Absent:      -0- 
 
 2013-362CR 
25. Alderman Beck read a Code and Regulation Committee Report SUSTAINING the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, thereby recommending that City Council APPROVE the Special Use 
Permit for construction of a wireless telecommunication facility 120 feet in height in a C-2, 
Limited Commercial Zoning District at 3600 North Main Street.  Approval is subject to the 
following conditions: 

  
1. Must meet all applicable building and fire codes. 

 2. Lease area for the proposed facility is limited to the area shown within Exhibit D 
3. Maintenance of fence and landscaping must be maintained as required by the 

Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed to 

prepare the necessary Ordinance.   
Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Committee Report was placed on passage. MOTION PREVAILED by a 
Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 
 

OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
26. Mayor Morrissey submitted the appointment for 6th Ward Alderman; Mr. Marcus Hill.  

He advised Mr. Hill’s resume has been distributed to council members and he thanked 
him for his interest. LAID OVER one week. 

 
27. Mayor Morrissey thanked Terry Dyer for his invitation to the Veteran’s Day concert. He 

announced on Friday, October 8, 2013 at 1:00 pm will be the formal opening of the 
round-about with the raising of the American flag and dedication of Veteran’s Memorial 
Circle.  

 
28. Alderman Beck praised the efforts of city staff and all involved for making the 

Auburn/Main Roundabout project come to fruition. He stated he now travels through 
that intersection a few times a day and finds significant improvements in traffic flow and 
safety. 

 
29. Alderman McNamara thanked Mayor Morrissey for all his work on getting the RFPs for 

the Trek building and Chick Hotel.  He also thanked staff for providing the annual 
performance reports for the housing agreements.   

 
30. Alderman Hervey reminded council members to contact Susan Skinner, Mayor’s Office, 

with their availability for the next budget retreat.  
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31. Alderman Beach reported this past weekend the Salvation Army hosted their 
Scandinavian Jubilee. He thanked Tim Hanson, Public Works Director, for helping to 
divert travel problems around Rockford associated with road closures due to a 
construction project.  

 
32. Alderman Beach reported last Friday he attended an event at West Middle School to 

celebrate the partnership between the IceHogs and Rockford middle schools. The 
initiative will provide students with information about careers associated with 
professional sports teams. The program will culminate with a courtesy ticket and lunch 
to a regular season game, a hockey lesson from IceHogs personnel upon completion of 
a workbook which incorporates a curriculum centering on the team and the sport.  

 

33. Alderman Getchius announced this Thursday, October 31, 2013 at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, the Keith Creek neighborhood will be hosting a Trunk or Treat event from 5:30 
pm to 7:00 pm.   

 
34. Mayor Morrissey announced the Rockford Trick-or-Treat hours will be 5:30 pm – 7:30 

pm this Thursday, Halloween. 
 
35. Patrick Hayes, Legal Director, reported he attended the IceHogs game on Sunday along 

with a sellout crowd of 6300 people who also had a chance to see the Stanley Cup. He 
commended the City Council in committing to the rehabilitation of the MetroCentre and 
was pleased to see so many young people and families in downtown Rockford.  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
36. Alderman Durkee moved the adoption of a Planning and Development Committee Report 

recommending approval of the 2014 Draft Action Plan for the allocation of funds for the 
Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership Grant and Emergency 
Shelter Grant programs.  The Legal Director shall prepare the appropriate ordinance.   

 
 After much discussion, Alderman Hervey made a motion to lay the committee report 

over, seconded by Alderman McNamara.  The committee report was LAID OVER. 
 
37. Alderman Durkee moved the adoption of a Planning and Development Committee 

Report recommending approval of Allocation of Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
Funding for Boone and Winnebago Counties. The Legal Director shall prepare the 
appropriate ordinance.  

 
After much discussion, Alderman Hervey made a motion to lay the committee report 
over, seconded by Alderman McNamara.  The committee report was LAID OVER. 

 
 2013-163-O 
38. Alderman Hervey moved the adoption of an Ordinance for an Agreement between City 

of Rockford Human Services Department and the Illinois Association of Community 
Action Agencies (IACAA) and Winnebago County Health Department for purposes of 
operating the Illinois Affordable Care Act In-Person Counselor Grant Program. MOTION 
PREVAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 
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Ayes: Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Oddo, Beck, McNeely, 
Chiarelli -8- 

 Nays:  Durkee, Thompson-Kelly, Newburg, Beach, Elyea -5- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
39. Alderman Hervey moved for the appointment to the Community Action Agency Board, 

Mr. Fred Hoople, for a three-year term ending November 2016. MOTION PREVAILED by 
a Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, Chiarelli -12- 
 Nays:  McNeely -1- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
 2013-363CR 
40. Alderman Beck moved the adoption of a Code and Regulation Committee Report  

SUSTAINING the Zoning Board of Appeals, thereby recommending that City Council 
APPROVE the Special Use Permit for passenger vehicle sales in an I-1, Light Industrial 
Zoning District at 3424 and 3426 South Alpine Road.  Approval is subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all Building and Fire Codes. 

2. Submittal of detailed landscape plan to include the type of species to be planted for 
Staff’s review and approval including standard perimeter landscaping between right-
of-way and parking lot. 

   3. No outside storage of any auto parts, equipment, materials or inoperable vehicles. 
 4. That no more than 15 vehicles shall be displayed for sale. 
 5. That no more than 6 operable vehicles shall be located within the fenced storage  

area. 
6. That a revised site plan is submitted for Staff review and approval demonstrating 

the proposed vehicles display area and customer parking in conformance with the 
ordinance. 

7. That the freestanding sign shall be a landmark style sign in accordance with the 
Sign Ordinance replacing the existing freestanding signs. 

 8. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 

Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed to 
prepare the necessary Ordinance.  MOTION PREVAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 

  
Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
 2013-364CR 
41. Alderman Beck moved the adoption of a Code and Regulation Committee Report 

recommending the approval of the annexation of 3402 Halsted Road. MOTION 
PREVAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 
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 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  
Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 

 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 
 

 2013-164-O 
42.  Alderman Beck moved the adoption of an Ordinance for the sale of City Owned Property 

located at 1604 South 6th Street, PIN #11-35-229-001, at a minimum bid of $450.00 
with preference to the adjacent property owner.  MOTION PREVAILED by a Roll Call 
vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
43. Alderman Durkee moved the adoption of a Resolution for the Functional Classification 

System Modifications.  MOTION FAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 
 

 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Beach, Beck, Chiarelli -6- 
 Nays:  Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly, Oddo, Newburg, Elyea,  
   McNeely -7- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
 2013-181R 
44. Alderman Durkee moved the adoption of a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute 

and administer the 10 Supportive Housing Program agreements as listed on the 
resolution through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. MOTION 
PREVAILED by a Roll Call vote of: 

 
Ayes: Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Hervey, Newburg, Beach, Beck, 

Chiarelli -8- 
 Nays:  Frost, Thompson-Kelly, Oddo, Elyea, McNeely -5- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
45. Alderman Beck introduced and read an Ordinance for the annexation of property commonly 

known as 3402 Halsted Road.  LAID OVER. 
 
 
 
 2013-165-O 
46. Alderman Beck introduced and read an Ordinance amending Article 63 of the Zoning 

Ordinance of the City of Rockford for a Special Use Permit for the outdoor storage, display 
and work area of mulch for the process of converting mulch into colored mulch and the 
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outdoor storage of raw material consisting of mulch in an I-2, General Industrial Zoning 
District at 6001 and 6100 Belt Line Road.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

  
1.  Meeting all building and fire codes. 
2. Submittal of a Final Agreement for Staff review and approval that addresses the 

business operation, safety and fire precautions and improvements to the site. 
3. The Special Use Permit #037-13 for the outdoor storage, display and work area of 

mulch for the process of converting mulch into colored mulch and the outdoor 
storage of raw material consisting of mulch is only in effect for a period up to five 
(5) years or the last day of August, 2018 unless the lease is terminated by the 
Greater Rockford Airport Authority, whichever comes first. 

 4. The outside storage will be limited to mulch (raw material) and colored mulch. 
 5. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 

Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  
 
Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Ordinance was placed on passage.  MOTION PREVAILED by a Roll Call 
vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, Chiarelli -12- 
 Nays:  McNeely -1- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
2013-166-O 

47. Alderman Beck introduced and read an Ordinance amending Article 63 of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Rockford for a Special Use Permit for a professional and medical 
office in an R-1, Single-family Residential Zoning District at 15XX and 1502 Parkview.  
 
Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Committee Report was placed on passage.  MOTION PREVAILED by a 
Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
 2013-167-O 
48.  Alderman Beck introduced and read an Ordinance amending Article 63 of the Zoning 

Ordinance of the City of Rockford for a Special Use Permit for construction of a wireless 
telecommunication facility 120 feet in height in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 
3600 North Main Street.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Must meet all applicable building and fire codes. 
 2. Lease area for the proposed facility is limited to the area shown within Exhibit D 
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3. Maintenance of fence and landscaping must be maintained as required by the 
Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.   

Alderman Beck moved to suspend Rule 11, seconded by Alderman Hervey. MOTION 
PREVAILED. The Committee Report was placed on passage.  MOTION PREVAILED by a 
Roll Call vote of: 

 
 Ayes:  Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly,  

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
49. Alderman Beck introduced and read an Ordinance amending Article 63 of the Zoning 

Ordinance of the City of Rockford for a Special Use Permit for passenger vehicle sales in an 
I-1, Light Industrial Zoning District at 3424 and 3426 South Alpine Road.  Approval is 
subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all Building and Fire Codes. 

2. Submittal of detailed landscape plan to include the type of species to be planted for 
Staff’s review and approval including standard perimeter landscaping between right-
of-way and parking lot. 

   3. No outside storage of any auto parts, equipment, materials or inoperable vehicles. 
 4. That no more than 15 vehicles shall be displayed for sale. 
 5. That no more than 6 operable vehicles shall be located within the fenced storage  

area. 
6. That a revised site plan is submitted for Staff review and approval demonstrating 

the proposed vehicles display area and customer parking in conformance with the 
ordinance. 

7. That the freestanding sign shall be a landmark style sign in accordance with the 
Sign Ordinance replacing the existing freestanding signs. 

 8. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 

Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  LAID OVER. 
 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 2013-182R 
50. Alderman Hervey moved the adoption of a Resolution, by the City Council of the City of 

Rockford, Illinois that the proposals received for Main/Auburn Redevelopment be rejected 
and new proposals taken immediately.  MOTION PREVAILED (Ald. McNeely voted no). 

 
 2013-183R 
51. Alderman Hervey moved the adoption of a Resolution authorizing 2014 Health Plan 

Rates in advance of the conclusion of the budget process, as described in the 
Memorandum to Council dated October 25, 2013.  MOTION PREVAILED (Ald. McNeely 
voted no). 
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52. Alderman Hervey made a motion to convene into closed session in order to discuss real 
estate acquisition matters, seconded by Alderman Newburg. MOTION PREVAILED by a Roll 
Call vote of: 

 
Ayes: Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly, 

Oddo, Newburg, Beach, Elyea, Beck, McNeely, Chiarelli -13- 
 Nays:  -0- 
 Absent:      -0- 

 
The meeting went into closed session at 7:46 pm.  
 
The meeting returned into open session at 9:02 pm and found the following aldermen  
present: 
 

 Durkee, Getchius, McNamara, Frost, Hervey, Thompson-Kelly, Oddo, Newburg,  
 McNeely, Chiarelli -10-  
 
53. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  Diane Reed 
  City Council Clerk 

 
 [The meeting was taped in its entirety, and the tape is on file in the Legal Department] 
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 CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 

City Council Chambers, 2ND floor City Hall 
425 E. State Street, Rockford  

November 4, 2013 
6:00 P.M. 
 AGENDA 

 
The following represents, in general, the chronological order of proceedings at the City Council 
meeting: 
 
 Call to Order by the Mayor 
 Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 Roll Call and determination of quorum 

 Acceptance of Journal of Proceedings 
 Petitions and Communications 
 Proclamations 
 Committee Reports 
 Officers Reports 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

I. COMMITTEE REPORTS LAID OVER OCTOBER 28, 2013 
 
1. Beck - Code and Regulation - SUSTAINING the Zoning Board of Appeals, thereby 

recommending that City Council APPROVE the Renewal of Performance Review (Special 
Use Permit #038-11) for a Gas Station and associated uses and a Variation to permit a 
reduction in the internal landscaping requirements to 5% in a C-2, Limited Commercial 
District at 18XX and 1869 North Perryville Road.  Approval is subject to the original (6) 
conditions as that of October 27, 2011: 

 
1. The building elevations shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
2. The canopy shall be in substantial conformance with the elevation plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
3. The landscaping plans shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
 4. An illumination plan shall be submitted for review and approval by Staff. 

5. All dumpsters shall be enclosed with the same brick material as the building and 
dumpster enclosure permit shall be acquired for such. 

6. A Final Plat shall be submitted for Staff and City Council approval that confirms 
location of the right-in/right-out, the ingress/egress relocation and water main 
easement. 

 
Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.  The Legal Director is hereby instructed to  
prepare the necessary Ordinance. 
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2. Beck - Code and Regulation - SUSTAINING the Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby 
recommending that City Council DENY the sale of beer and wine by the drink in conjunction 
with a restaurant in the name of Zheng Wen Biao d/b/a Happy Wok in a C-3, General 
Commercial Zoning District at 4770 East State Street. 

 
3. Beck - Code and Regulation - SUSTAINING the Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby 

recommending that City Council APPROVE the sale of packaged liquor with a gas 
station/convenience store and the sale of tobacco products with a gas station/convenience 
store in the name of Karoline Lekarczyk d/b/a KL Rockford Sales Corp. in a C-3, 
General Commercial Zoning District at 6874 Weaver Road.  Approval is subject to the 
following conditions: 

 
 1. Must meet all applicable building, fire and liquor codes. 
 2. The convenience store hours are limited to Monday-Sunday 5:00 am – 12:00 am 
 3. Inside signage cannot exceed more than 35% of the window surface. 

4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 
deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 

 5. There shall be no single servings of beer and wine in volume of 40 ounces or less. 
 6. That the windows shall not be obstructed with bars and other devices that block the  

windows. 
 
 The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance.   
 
4. Beck - Code and Regulation - SUSTAINING the Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board, thereby 

recommending that City Council APPROVE the sale of tobacco products with a gas 
station/convenience store in the name of Muhammad Masood Khalid d/b/a Rockton 
Gas Inc. in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 3135 North Rockton Avenue.  
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all applicable building and fire codes. 
 2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 
 3. Hours of operation and days shall be 5:00 am to 11:00 pm Monday through  

Sunday. 
4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 

deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 
 5. Window display signage is limited to 35% of window area. 
 6. That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the  

windows. 
 7. That the property is brought into general repair prior to the issuance of a tobacco  

license. 
 
 The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance.  
 
5. Beck - Code and Regulation - Recommending that the Legal Director be instructed to draw 

an Ordinance to establish “15 Minute Parking” on the south side of Elm Street from 150 
feet east of South Church Street to 115 feet west of South Main Street, thus repealing the 
“Commercial Loading Zone” parking.   
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6. Beck - Code and Regulation - Recommending that “No Action” be taken on the following 
items: 

 
 1. Request to establish stop control at the intersection of Grandchester Place and Rote  

Road. 
 2. Request to establish stop control at the intersection of Hickory Lawn Drive and  

James Avenue. 
 
7. Durkee - Planning and Development - Recommending approval of the 2014 Draft Action 

Plan for the allocation of funds for the Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnership Grant and Emergency Shelter Grant programs.  The Legal Director 
shall prepare the appropriate ordinance.   

 
8. Durkee - Planning and Development - Recommending approval of Allocation of 

Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Funding for Boone and Winnebago Counties. 
The Legal Director shall prepare the appropriate ordinance.  

 
II. ORDINANCES LAID OVER OCTOBER 28, 2013 
 
1. Beck - Ordinance - Annexation of property commonly known as 3402 Halsted Road.   
 
2. Beck – Ordinance - Amending Article 63 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Rockford for 

a Special Use Permit for passenger vehicle sales in an I-1, Light Industrial Zoning District at 
3424 and 3426 South Alpine Road.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all Building and Fire Codes. 

2. Submittal of detailed landscape plan to include the type of species to be planted for 
Staff’s review and approval including standard perimeter landscaping between right-
of-way and parking lot. 

   3. No outside storage of any auto parts, equipment, materials or inoperable vehicles. 
 4. That no more than 15 vehicles shall be displayed for sale. 
 5. That no more than 6 operable vehicles shall be located within the fenced storage  

area. 
6. That a revised site plan is submitted for Staff review and approval demonstrating 

the proposed vehicles display area and customer parking in conformance with the 
ordinance. 

7. That the freestanding sign shall be a landmark style sign in accordance with the 
Sign Ordinance replacing the existing freestanding signs. 

 8. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 
 Approval is based on the Findings of Fact. 
 
III. MISCELLANEOUS/APPOINTMENTS  
 
A. LAID OVER OCTOBER 28, 2013 
 
1. Mayor Morrissey – Appointment – 6th Ward Alderman; Mr. Marcus Hill (Laid over for one  

week) 
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B. HELD OUT OCTOBER 28, 2013  
 
1.* Mayor Morrissey - Re-Appointments to the Library Board: 
 
 Mr. Paul Logli  Term ending:  11/2016 
 Mr. Jeffrey Glass Term ending: 11/2015 
 Mr. Dan Ross  Term ending: 11/2015 
 Mr. Edward Geeser Term ending: 11/2014 
 Mr. Brad Long  Term ending: 11/2014 
 
 Appointments to the Library Board: 
 
 Ms. Jessica Koltz Term ending: 11/2015 
 Ms. Monica Primm Term ending: 11/2016 
 Ms. Dawn Durkin Term ending: 11/2016 
 

(Pursuant to Rule 18, this item is up for passage on November 12, 2013). 
 

 Motion and Resolutions 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS   (note: Ordinances may be read in under New Business and Rule  

11 suspended and final vote taken. Committee Reports would have previously been 
voted on). 

 
1. Beck – Ordinance - Renewal of Performance Review (Special Use Permit #038-11) for a 

Gas Station and associated uses and a Variation to permit a reduction in the internal 
landscaping requirements to 5% in a C-2, Limited Commercial District at 18XX and 1869 
North Perryville Road.  Approval is subject to the original (6) conditions as that of October 
27, 2011: 

 
1. The building elevations shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
2. The canopy shall be in substantial conformance with the elevation plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
3. The landscaping plans shall be in substantial conformance with the plans submitted 

at the Zoning Board of Appeals dated September 20, 2011. 
 4. An illumination plan shall be submitted for review and approval by Staff. 

5. All dumpsters shall be enclosed with the same brick material as the building and 
dumpster enclosure permit shall be acquired for such. 

6. A Final Plat shall be submitted for Staff and City Council approval that confirms 
location of the right-in/right-out, the ingress/egress relocation and water main 
easement. 

 
Approval is based on the Findings of Fact.   

 
2. Beck – Ordinance - Sale of packaged liquor with a gas station/convenience store and the 

sale of tobacco products with a gas station/convenience store in the name of Karoline 
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Lekarczyk d/b/a KL Rockford Sales Corp. in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning 
District at 6874 Weaver Road.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
 1. Must meet all applicable building, fire and liquor codes. 
 2. The convenience store hours are limited to Monday-Sunday 5:00 am – 12:00 am 
 3. Inside signage cannot exceed more than 35% of the window surface. 

4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 
deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 

 5. There shall be no single servings of beer and wine in volume of 40 ounces or less. 
 6. That the windows shall not be obstructed with bars and other devices that block the  

windows. 
 
4. Beck - Ordinance – Sale of tobacco products with a gas station/convenience store in the 

name of Muhammad Masood Khalid d/b/a Rockton Gas Inc. in a C-2, Limited 
Commercial Zoning District at 3135 North Rockton Avenue.  Approval is subject to the 
following conditions: 

 
 1. Meeting all applicable building and fire codes. 
 2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 
 3. Hours of operation and days shall be 5:00 am to 11:00 pm Monday through  

Sunday. 
4. The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be 

deemed to be easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited. 
 5. Window display signage is limited to 35% of window area. 
 6. That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the  

windows. 
 7. That the property is brought into general repair prior to the issuance of a tobacco  

license. 
 
 The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance.  
 
5. Beck – Ordinance - Establish “15 Minute Parking” on the south side of Elm Street from 150 

feet east of South Church Street to 115 feet west of South Main Street, thus repealing the 
“Commercial Loading Zone” parking.   

 
6. Durkee – Ordinance - 2014 Draft Action Plan for the allocation of funds for the Community 

Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership Grant and Emergency Shelter 
Grant programs.  

 
7. Durkee – Ordinance - Allocation of Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Funding for 

Boone and Winnebago Counties. 
 
* same action taken before 
 
      Adjournment 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 
 
The following items appear on the City Council Standing Committee Agendas as noted.  Items 
may receive a vote at committee and come before the first City Council meeting held after the 
committee meeting.  Rule 11 can be suspended and final vote taken on said items at the City 
Council meeting (no rule suspension is necessary to take a vote on vouchers). 
 

CODE AND REGULATION COMMITTEE  

 Monday, November 4, 2013, ___ p.m. 
                            Conference Room A, City Hall 2nd floor (north room)    

AGENDA 
 

No Meeting Scheduled. 
 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Monday, November 4, 2013, 5:15 p.m. 
      Conference Room B, City Hall 2nd floor (south room) 

  AGENDA 
 

1. Purchasing and Vouchers 
 

A. Award of Bid: Anti-Icing/Pre-Wet Material  
 

B. Award of Bid: Rural & Parkwood Storm Sewer 
 

C. Award of Bid: Water Operations Center Entrance Renovation – 2013 
 

D. Award of Bid: Squad & Unmarked Cars Equipment 
 

E. Award of Bid: Snow Removal for Fire Stations 
 

F. Award of RFP: Cisco Catalyst Switches 
 

G. Award of Sole Source Contract: S. Main Street Corridor Overhead Utility Relocation 
(ComEd) 

 
H. Award of Sole Source Contract: Parking Deck Signage 

 
I. Award of Contract: Garbage Collection & Disposal 

 
J. Engineering Agreement: Secondary Well Sites Chemical Room Construction Services 

 
K. Engineering Agreement: Airport East Watershed Drainage Study 

 
L. Change Order: Tree Purchase & Planting 

 
M. Vouchers 

 



City Council Minutes  Page 
19 

                                           October 28, 2013 

  

2. Resolution Authorizing Winnebago County to Impose 2% Hotel Tax and authorizing the 
Mayor to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement for Tourism Facility Board 
 

3. 2014 Fee Schedule 
 

4. 2013 Property Tax Levy 
 

5. 2014 Budget Discussion 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Monday, November 4, 2013, 5:00 p.m. 
                  CD Conference Rm., City Hall 2nd floor  

  AGENDA 
 

1. Memorandum from Mark Williams, Economic Development Manager, regarding Logistics 
Parkway Development and solicitation of proposals for the development of City-owned 
property at 5775 Logistics Parkway.  

 
2. Review and Discuss Recommendations about the Rockford 2020 Plan Topic #2: Land 

Use and Plan Topic #3: Transportation.  
 
3. Memorandum from Wayne Dust, Planning Administrator, regarding Requests for 

Proposals for two City of Rockford owned properties at 134 North Main Street and 123 
South Main Street Property (Chick Hotel).  

 

LEGISLATIVE LOBBYING COMMITTEE 

            Monday, November 4, 2013, ___ p.m. 
                              Conference Room A, City Hall 2nd floor (north room) 
                                                                    AGENDA 
 
No Meeting Scheduled.  


